








OOCCVB — Footprints Editorial 

 
A vacation that makes you smile 

 

Amidst the swaying palm trees of sunny Florida and just a short drive from the pristine beaches, 
you’ll find the city of Orlando—the world’s most popular family destination. Here, you can tour 
theme parks or shop the outlets, get close to nature or relax in a spa. Orlando’s endless excitement 
brings people together and strengthens relationships. With a convenient central location, Orlando 
offers so much to do, both in the city itself and throughout nearby areas. Whatever you choose to 
do, you end up connecting with loved ones and creating unique, lasting memories. 

 
Explore thrilling rides and world-famous attractions 
With nearly 50 million visitors each year, Orlando is the most popular tourist destination in the 
United States, and this is partially due to Orlando being home to seven world-famous theme parks. 
Walt Disney World Resort is made up of four magical theme parks where you’ll find everything 
from rides, parades and live performances to animal exhibits and multicultural cuisine. At Universal 
Orlando Resort, you can choose from two thrilling parks that will take you inside your favorite 
movies and TV shows, and into a world of adventure complete with roller coasters, fun, food and 
games. And for visitors who prefer an animal-centric adventure, SeaWorld Parks and 
Entertainment offers aquatic exhibits, thrilling rides and shows that are fun for visitors of all ages. 

 

In addition to the legendary theme parks, Orlando is home to more than 100 attractions that are a 
unique mix of spectacular water parks, world-class entertainment, blockbuster rides and more. 
With so much to do, it would take about 67 days to visit all of the attractions in Orlando. Even if 
your vacation doesn’t last for 67 days, you’ll be sure to find something for everyone. This includes 
a host of attractions that are new in 2011—the exciting zipline adventure at Gatorland, a re-vamped 

Star Tours 3-D at Disney’s Hollywood Studios, the Shamu's One Ocean show at SeaWorld Parks 

and Entertainment and the opening of the world’s largest LEGOLAND this October. 

 
Take advantage of the Florida sun 
Home to the NBA’s Orlando Magic basketball team and their new multimillion-dollar arena, the 
Amway Center, Orlando offers visitors the chance to get near the action. If you prefer golf, rest 
assured; Orlando hosts more professional golf tournaments than any other destination. You might 
even run into a famous golfer, since many of them call Orlando home. If you’d rather opt for 
baseball, you can catch an Atlanta Braves or Houston Astros spring training game. 

 
Visitors who want to go beyond spectator sports will find plenty of golf courses, sports complexes 
and nature trails scattered throughout Orlando. With mild temperatures and sunny blue skies year 
round, Orlando’s outdoor activities are plentiful. Swim, boat, fish, kayak or waterski in one of the 
more than 2,000 area lakes, rivers and springs. Hike, bike and go horseback riding along the 
backdrop of acres of lush foliage. Or get your adrenaline pumping by ziplining, hang gliding, 
skydiving or off-road driving. You can even explore Orlando from a bird’s eye view by taking a 
helicopter ride or hot air balloon tour. There’s an outdoor activity for adventure enthusiasts at all 
levels. 

 

Have	fun	beyond	the	theme	parks	
Orlando is a shopper’s paradise, offering name-brand clothing, shoes and accessories, designer 
stores, unique trinkets and everything in between. You’ll find 12 malls and outlet centers 
complemented by numerous boutiques—all within 24 kilometers. 

 
With your shopping bags in tow, you can venture to Orlando’s Cultural Corridor, where you can 
stroll through the Orange County Regional History Center or the Charles Hosmer Morse Museum of 
American Art. Stretching approximately 16 kilometers, the corridor spans from downtown Orlando 



to Winter Park, Central Florida’s oldest community, featuring a variety of museums, art galleries 
and theatres. 

 

Spice up the night 
The dining and nightlife you’ll find in Orlando are as culturally diverse as the area’s visitors. 
Restaurant options range from African to Vietnamese and include eateries owned by popular 
American celebrity chefs, intimate cafes and wine bars, dinner shows and dining experiences in 
uniquely themed environments. Dine in a theme park, near your hotel, at an entertainment 
complex, near the downtown district or at a stand-alone restaurant. Wherever you go, you’ll find a 
unique selection of cuisine for every taste. 

 
Evening entertainment includes exciting shows like Cirque du Soleil and the Blue Man Group, and 
concerts at Hard Rock Live and House of Blues. You’ll find themed nightclubs, comedy clubs, bars, 
street performers and bold entertainment at Universal CityWalk, Downtown Disney, Pointe Orlando 
and Church Street, as well as throughout other bustling areas of the city. 

 
Make yourself at home 
Orlando has an amazing selection of places for you to stay, and there’s a perfect home-away-from- 
home for everyone. Choose from luxurious resorts, all-suite hotels, budget-priced hotels, themed 
resorts, upscale condo-hotels, vacation rental homes and even campgrounds. Whether you desire 
a relaxing spa, pools with water slides or kid-friendly amenities, Orlando lodging offers it all. Some 
spas even offer services for children, so your entire family can relax together. 

 
Plan your family getaway 
From unmatched thrill rides to eco-tour boat rides, challenging golf courses to rejuvenating spas, 
celebrity chef dining to designer stores and exciting shows, Orlando’s activities are as plentiful as 
they are wide-ranging. And it all starts with a smile. So get pampered, get thrilled and get happy. 
Just make sure you get together. 

	


